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University Scholarship programme launched for 2010.

(according to 2005 Government figures) fewer than 12 per cent of
eligible young people are even enrolled in Gradel2®f secon-

dary school. As much as anything, the teaching obligation will
also enable the schdblas ceordinator of the scholarshipsto

keep tabs with the university students, and make sure they are
coping okay with university. Scholarships will be withdrawn
from those who actively drop out of the system.

The programme represents a significant step by the school to
deliver on its mission to provide life opportunities to poorer rural

students. Not all will get degrees, for sure, but the aim is to give
the best and most committed students from Bakong district the

very best chance of succeeding.

Please contact us if you are interested in supporting a scholar-
ship student on a monthly basid helping an individual attain
an other impossible dream.

On the last Friday of January senior students at Savong
School sat examinations which will help select a small
number of students as eligible for Savong School Univer-
sity Scholarships.

The result: some 101 students (71 boys, 30 girls) scored well for those

high marks, and from these we will find the candidates |of you who can
depending on our success with fundraising this year. read Khmed

The scholarships will provide assistance to help poor rurazf?c;t:fzrsthet n
students with good aptitude to afford a university educatioavong Orphan
that would otherwise be out of reach. Centre.

In Cambodia, according to UN figures, fewer than 2% of

adults have a tertiary degree, and while new universities

have sprung up in Phnom Penh and Siem Reap, access |for

poor rural families is prohibitivi not only the fees, which

can be as low as $350 per annum for undergraduates, but for

costs such as textbooks and transport from the countryside

into town each day. The scholarship programme is being

designed to surmount these obstacles.

The annual amount will be around $1600r $20 per
weeld while we intend to supply a laptop to each scholar as
well: a one off cost of around $400.

A big facet of the program is to match the ongoing commit-
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ment of sponsors with an equally reliable commitment from
the studentsdé families: to ensurle promising students
arenot pull ed out of the program U of short

term needs.

For this reason, once the most promising candidates haVem= oS S

been identified, Savong and teachers will interview the st

dents and their families, to discuss the commitment required ;

and clearly frame the discussion around the fact that thl YOU know any friend who ought to be on our newsletter

university education is a real investment into the future oimailing list email us at duncan@kuddgnamics.com You
their family. (Not all rural folk see it that way.) can also find Savong School group on Facebook. And no

Anot her part of the
obligation of the students to do some hours of teaching at the .
school: a means of passing on student experience and raisiﬁﬁe LSS RS e I e
the profile of tertiary education in a district where, for now,

Y

pProgr anmgged Savéhg Sthedh ANtiwk tonskafitly dphafe th® bt h 1y



Letter from Duncan

January was a really tough month for Savong. Some of you will have met his older brother Savet who,

past 12 months had been working at the orphanage. Savet, 34, had in some ways come home to his f§

many years in Poipet. His life was particularly tough. Born just months after Pol pot came to power, he

misfortune to arrive on this planet at the worst possible place and time. By age 7, the family was so po

Savet chose to leave home, and he made his ow@ etiyng survival from what he could find and from begging. As a caretal

cook and general father figure at the orphanage, Savet could identify very closely with the situation of the childnemmmost
families facing poverty, and in
him, crouching, in the photo on [&ffphoto by Dr Colm Power, a great sup-
porter from Ireland.

By early December Savetodés healt h-
ups in Siem Reap he was taken to Phnom Penh hospital for further diagng
By this stage, doctors said, they were no longer able to offer any effective
ment, and so Savet returned home to the family in Siem Reap.

It was good that he could be with family, not just now but over the past 12
months, yet despite a prognosis that gave him maybe three months to livg
Savet survived for only another fortnight. He was in some pain but Savong
he died in peace and at ease.

That day Savong was hosting a big party at the orphanage, the commitmg
this had already been mad¢hough the timing proved unfortunate, and, sod
after he received the phone call,
Savet had come to family this last year. gistraught household. | spoke with him next day, though actually our pho
was mostly a shared silence: in the background | could hear the Buddhist chanting.

I dondt t-dranmtising things tessayathateSavet was yet another victim of the Pol Pot legacy: his life sctreed by
tough graft of his early years. | can scarcely imagine what regrets and what anguish his parents felt when they lo$btizeir 4
second time. Cambodia has depths of grief that will take generations to heal.

Five of the SOC crew Manh, Leak, Lit, Bros and Sehn.

There have been a few comings and goings at the Savong Orphan Centre this last few weeks with 28 children now living here.
Sometimes a family who gratefully gives up their child for care here will change theid fonéxample if members of the family

are moving to homelands elsewhere in Cambodia. However, overall, more children have joined the family and there are now more
girls in the group. All but the very youngest are receiving a full education with school arsichfbed coaching and should yo
visit, youoll find a number have really remarkabl e Engl i sh

In the last few weeks the Palti family from Australia revisited the school and orphanage and shouted all the childrenkiet the

for a massive shopping expeditithey all chose for themselves new clothesd later to a restaurant where the children age lik

kings. This Melbourne based family is taking an active role in helping Savong manage the orphanage, and have generously commi
ted to sponsoring a number of the children while also acting as a contadt glaring their stoy with other potential sponsar

Also a new note to visitodsbefore you visit you need to bring a photocopy of your passport. Child safety policy.
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http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=3156016&id=771493894&op=2&view=global&subj=771493894
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=3156016&id=771493894&op=2&view=global&subj=771493894
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=3156016&id=771493894&op=2&view=global&subj=771493894

